
HANDS OFF HOVE PARK SCHOOL 

ACADEMY STATUS: THE FACTS 

The Senior Leadership Team at Hove Park is proposing to make Hove Park the lead school in a 
Multi-Academy Trust. Requests for parents/carers to monitor balance at assemblies for pupils and 
to attend consultation events to offer alternative views to those presented by the school have been 
consistently ignored. So, here are some of the reasons why we think Hove Park School 
shouldn’t become an academy:  

  

Who will be running the school?  Hove Park will be run as a chain of academies, with a business 

ethos, aiming to make money out of education. The Head and team will not be focusing on just one school 
but on many. Once a school becomes an academy there is no guarantee about who could be running 
it in the future – especially once the existing Head and Governors move on, as is inevitable. A couple of 
years down the line McDonalds, Apple or a religious group could be running the school and there will be 
nothing we can do to stop this happening.  

What is in it for local families and children? This proposal is not about local families and 
children - there is absolutely no evidence that becoming an academy helps pupils’ achievement and 
progress.1  

Will the school get more money?  The school may receive a bit more money to begin with to assist in 

the conversion but there are many extra costs and risks which could exceed any extra amount the school 
receives. Often the reason a school says it wishes to convert to an academy is MONEY but it won’t 
actually be better off. The school will have to pay for all the things the LA supplies, from payroll services 
to insurance and legal support and may be worse off as a result.  

The local admissions system will be threatened:  potentially affecting families across the whole 
of Brighton & Hove. The school states it has no current plans to opt out of the LA’s admission system but 
there is nothing in place to safeguard this in the future. Once the school has academy status the Head and 
team can change their minds about this at any time.   

 

Who will be accountable? We don’t know – but whoever it is they won’t be democratically elected 
by us.  Without local accountability, we lose the safeguards a Local Authority and elected representatives 
provide. What happens if the Head or Governors start doing things we don’t agree with?  We won’t be able 
to ring up the education office at the council; we will have to appeal to the Education Secretary in London. 

 

                                                

1
  http://www.localschoolsnetwork.org.uk/2013/11/again-academies-do-no-better-than-non-academies/ 

 



 

Could the school be forced into becoming an academy if it doesn’t volunteer? Legally, the 
answer is NO.2 The Government has stated that for high-performing schools, academy status is optional.  

 

Does the Government refuse to listen to LA schools? The claim that an LA school will not be 
listened to by the Government is ridiculous. Michael Gove, himself, admits that the academy route 
is not necessary for all schools and admires some that don’t go down the academy route.3 

Are Hove Park teachers in favour of the school becoming an academy? No – the majority 
(over 80%) voted against in a ballot at the school in March. Most teachers are against academisation 
because they can see the harm it could do to education as well as the threat to their hours and working 
conditions. Forcing the school into academy status against the wishes of teachers and staff will cause staff 
to become demoralised – ultimately this could affect children’s education. 

  
We want Hove Park to remain a local community school for local children for 
generations to come.  There may be no current plans to change things but 
what happens in the future? Becoming an academy is a once-and-for-all 
move: is it fair for the present head and governors, to take the school into the 
unknown, disrupting current improvements and committing those in the 
future to who-knows-what? 

 

WILL THE GOVERNORS LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE THAT MATTER? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conversion to academy status at Hove Park is opposed by many: over 1500 people have 
signed a petition against conversion (http://chn.ge/1jVbQYW); pupils have staged protests; school 
staff are considering industrial action and community representatives across the City are dismayed 

by this proposal. 

Make your voice heard - ask questions (consultation@hovepark.org.uk) and demand answers. 

Email: handsoffhoveparksch@gmail.com       Twitter: @notoHPSacademy 

                                                

2
  http://davidwolfe.org.uk/wordpress/archives/1253 and here: http://www.optimus-education.com/forced-academisation 

3
 Hansard http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/debtext/140106-0001.htm 
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